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Partnering initiatives to stop TB at country-level: some examples

Brazil - Advocacy and resource mobilization

In 2004 civil society organizations and the national TB programme (NTP) started the process to build a national partnership – Parceria Brasileira Contra a Tuberculose – Stop TB Brazil. Today it is a cohesive national movement to stop TB comprised of more than 80 members. Thanks to the efforts of the partnership, TB has gained increasing prominence on the political agenda, with a 14-fold increase in budget allocated for TB since the establishment of the partnership. In addition significant increase in coordination between the NTP and implementing partners has resulted in improved quality and accessibility of services.

Swaziland - A holistic approach to service delivery

Incidence and prevalence of TB in the country were on the rise with the emergence of MDR and XDR-TB. There were a number of societal entities such as nongovernmental organizations, faith based organizations, community based organizations and the private sector providing services, but their efforts were not coordinated.

The establishment of a national partnership in 2008 has brought together all these parties in an effort to enhance coordination and improve services. In particular, it has helped the country to apply successfully to GF Round 10 and obtain support for all the partnership's activities contributing to the national TB control plan. In addition, today the government accorded to the Ministries of Health, Education, Agriculture and Water & Sanitation the status of 'Sectors'. This means adopting a holistic approach and looking at health beyond the public sector. For example, the Ministry of Health can include in its plans budget costs to support the implementation of activities carried out by private care providers.

Canada - Initiating the network of national partnerships to support other countries 

Stop TB Canada has initiated the network of national stop TB partnerships with the aim of sharing information and experiences among different national partnerships. Stop TB Canada is an established national movement focused primarily on resource mobilization for TB. The partnership works towards enhancing TB awareness of the Canadian public, civil society, the media and government decision-makers; providing national leadership in advocacy through strategic partnerships; and improving the effectiveness and accountability of Canada's global and domestic investments in TB control. 

Uganda - National TB programme support civil society organizations

In Uganda, the national TB programme recognized the existence and contribution of several nongovernmental, faith-based and community based organizations to the delivery of TB control services in the country, particularly in hard-to-reach and disadvantaged districts. Taking into account this effort, the national TB programme decided to support the work of these organizations and actually to delegate some of its supervisory responsibility on health facilities. For this reason, in collaboration with international partners, such as WHO, the national TB programme found a way to apply for external funding through a Partnership's initiative and through the Italian Cooperation. These funds were used to cover the activities of these civil society organizations for more than 4 years.

India - Creating common platform for coordination of partners from different sectors of society

The Partnership for TB Care and Control, India was created in 2008. Today the partnership brings together partners from different sectors of society across the country on a common platform: nongovernmental organizations, community-based organizations, affected communities, the corporate sector, professional bodies, technical agencies, academia. A steering committee of members representing different constituencies was created, while the Revised National TB Control Programme, WHO and The Union, which serves as secretariat, are standing invitees.
Philippines - Government works in tandem with the civil society and the private sector

The Philippine Coalition against Tuberculosis was created in 1994 after the government actively sought to form a working partnership with a variety of groups to ensure that the TB drgs that they provide reach the right people, at the right time. In particular, the government sought collaboration from private doctors to diagnose TB, nongovernmental organizations to help people go for testing and also to have better access to treatment, and community health workers to ensure people have the support they need to complete their treatment.

Partnerships in the Eastern Mediterranean Region - Nongovernmental organizations contribute to the work of the national TB programmes

Ten partnerships in WHO's Eastern Mediterranean Region were established to collaborate with national TB programmes. Today depending on country and context, they contribute in different ways: providing support to patients; raising awareness and reducing stigma; garnering moral and political support; bridging to other non-traditional partners; fund raising.

For example, recognizing the important role the media plays in disseminating key TB messages and in influencing policy-makers, Stop TB Pakistan has forged an strategic alliance with the country's key media agencies. The Partnership signed a Memorandum of Understanding with TV channels, a medical journal and a media production and event management company and has laid out each partners' roles in a plan of action.






