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On two separate occasions, government health workers, national government 
agency representatives and private physicians from 22 provinces signed the 
manifesto of support for the public-private mix DOTS (PPMD) initiative, in 
an intensified effort to combat the deadly yet curable disease, tuberculosis. 

A total of 182 top local health personnel, representatives from national 
government agencies included in the comprehensive and unified policy 
(C.U.P.) for TB control in the Philippines, and private physicians attended 
the strategic and operational planning workshop in Manila last February 2-3 
and 23-24, 2011. They met to develop strategies for better TB control 
measures. 

“There is really a need for the government and private sector to work 
together so that TB, which has claimed thousands of lives will be 
eradicated,” Ms. Amelia G. Sarmiento, Executive Director of the Philippine 
Coalition Against Tuberculosis (PhilCAT) said. “PhilCAT is grateful that 
with support from the Global Fund, we are helping this fruitful collaboration 
to make a positive change to the TB situation in our country,” she added. 

By signing the manifesto, these stakeholders pledged to lead the engagement 
of all care providers in their respective provinces so that all TB patients will 
get access to quality TB care. They will also promote the use of the 
International Standards for Tuberculosis Care (ISTC) among TB care 
providers in their locality and advocate for political commitment from their 
chief executives. 

Through the establishment of Provincial Coordinating Committee (PCC) 
that will oversee the implementation in 44 provinces, the PPM DOTS 
initiative hopes to boost the efforts of the National TB control Program 
(NTP) by helping it reduce the prevalence, incidence and mortality of TB by 
half in 2015, and more than 50% thereafter from a baseline established in 
support of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for TB control.  

While the first 22 pilot provinces have reached the final stages in the 
engagement process and are now monitoring cases from referrals, the second 
22 sites will start with the engagement soon, it, being jumpstarted by their 
signing of the manifesto. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Dr. Zenaida B. Abiera joining other 
private sector representatives, local 
health personnel, and national 
government agency representatives in 
signifying their support to the public-
private mix DOTS initiative in their 
respective provinces. 

 
PCC-Pampanga members strategizing on how to improve the TB control program in their 
province. 
 


