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The BCG vaccine is a crucial tool for protecting babies and young children in high burden 
countries from TB, which killed 1.5 million people in 2018 and caused 10 million people to fall 
sick. Recent media reports indicating that BCG, the only licensed vaccine to protect against 
TB, may be protective against COVID-19 and has led to new interest in this century-old vaccine.  
 
However, BCG’s ability to protect against COVID-19 infection or disease has not yet been 
tested in rigorous, prospective, randomized, controlled clinical trials. Such trials are now 
underway to study the effects of BCG in healthcare workers and others at high risk of COVID-
19.  
 
Decisions on the use of BCG to protect against COVID-19 should await these results, and 
adequate supplies of BCG should be preserved to protect infants and children in high burden 
countries from TB. 
  
 
For more information on this issue, please refer to the following resources: 
 

• WHO Scientific Brief on Bacille Calmette-Guérin (BCG) vaccination and COVID-19 

• Treatment Action Group Statement and Information Note on BCG Vaccine and COVID-
19 

• Bacille Calmette-Guérin (BCG) vaccine and the COVID-19 pandemic: responsible 
stewardship is needed, HS Schaaf et al., International Journal of Tuberculosis and Lung 
Disease 

 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.who.int%2Fnews-room%2Fcommentaries%2Fdetail%2Fbacille-calmette-gu%25C3%25A9rin-(bcg)-vaccination-and-covid-19&data=02%7C01%7C%7C229d6b5214b941be27cf08d7f784fca0%7Caf68dcd83c2643f784ba06a7bb07ca3d%7C0%7C0%7C637250022852196734&sdata=AxzToLJedCJy%2BpCridVotQwp0W%2FNsc0qLyyNb2xUHJk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.treatmentactiongroup.org%2Fstatement%2Ftreatment-action-group-statement-on-bcg-vaccine-and-covid-19%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C229d6b5214b941be27cf08d7f784fca0%7Caf68dcd83c2643f784ba06a7bb07ca3d%7C0%7C0%7C637250022852196734&sdata=htiERnelj1UenHkTs5XMtxhBVVSMb%2FPxYUf1%2BeMD5tM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.treatmentactiongroup.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F04%2FTAG_bcg_infomation_note_4_9_20.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C229d6b5214b941be27cf08d7f784fca0%7Caf68dcd83c2643f784ba06a7bb07ca3d%7C0%7C0%7C637250022852206725&sdata=9MGX9iAfBXZ6VivRJg0W4Bav9ONJ2gv1%2F7rBbg%2FRuGs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theunion.org%2Fnews-centre%2Fnews%2Fbcg-vaccine-and-covid-19-responsible-stewardship-is-needed&data=02%7C01%7C%7C229d6b5214b941be27cf08d7f784fca0%7Caf68dcd83c2643f784ba06a7bb07ca3d%7C0%7C0%7C637250022852206725&sdata=NCknWNVIhjJ1ttKDDQnL27rzViC2TIPh%2BfH5JCOH4lA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theunion.org%2Fnews-centre%2Fnews%2Fbcg-vaccine-and-covid-19-responsible-stewardship-is-needed&data=02%7C01%7C%7C229d6b5214b941be27cf08d7f784fca0%7Caf68dcd83c2643f784ba06a7bb07ca3d%7C0%7C0%7C637250022852206725&sdata=NCknWNVIhjJ1ttKDDQnL27rzViC2TIPh%2BfH5JCOH4lA%3D&reserved=0

