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Invitation for Submission of Expressions of Interest
To Providers of Laboratory Ventilation Systems
The Global Drug Facility (GDF), the procurement arm of the Stop TB Partnership, housed at the World Health Organization (WHO) in Geneva, Switzerland, intends to issue, via its appointed procurement agent, the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, a restricted Request for Proposals (RFP) for the supply of ventilation systems for laboratories in countries serviced by GDF. It is planned to issue the RFP within Q3 2011.

GDF's mission is to ensure timely access to quality assured, affordable anti-tuberculosis (TB) medicines and diagnostics.

GDF supports implementation of the Stop TB Strategy in accordance with the Global Plan to Stop TB (2006 - 2015), supplemented by the Global MDR / XDR-TB Response Plan (2007 - 2008, as updated 2010). GDF facilitates global DOTS expansion or maintenance in support of the Stop TB Strategy. For a general background on GDF's services and operations, please refer to http://www.stoptb.org/gdf/.

Lack of diagnostic capacity is a critical barrier to the scale-up of diagnosis, treatment and care needed for an effective response to the dramatic increase in MDR-TB which has been further complicated by the convergence of the TB and HIV epidemics.

In addressing this challenge, GDF is engaged in a five year project until 2013 (“EXPAND-TB Project”) to procure and implement new TB diagnostic tools in 27 countries. Further Project partners include the WHO Global Laboratory Initiative (GLI), FIND (Foundation for Innovative New Diagnostics) and UNITAID as the Project's funding agency.

GDF has been entrusted under the EXPAND TB Project with establishing a pooled procurement mechanism for advanced diagnostic equipment and supplies in collaboration with FIND. GDF together with FIND works with GIZ as Procurement Agent and selected suppliers in instituting this mechanism.

Pursuant to the Project, WHO/GDF extends grants in kind to governments for advanced diagnostics. Beneficiary countries according to three Project phases are:

Cat. 1: Congo Dem. Rep., Côte d'Ivoire, Ethiopia, Lesotho, Myanmar, Uzbekistan

Cat. 2: Azerbaijan, Belarus, Cameroon, Djibouti, Georgia, Haiti, India, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kyrgyz Rep., Rep. of Moldova, Peru, Senegal, Swaziland, Tajikistan, UR Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia

Cat. 3: Bangladesh, Indonesia, Vietnam

A description of the required ventilation system can be found in the same folder where this Invitation has been published: " Expression of Interest - Laboratory Ventilation System" on GDF's website at the following link: http://www.stoptb.org/gdf/drugsupply/resource_materials.asp. The ventilation system is needed to upgrade existing laboratories to Biosafety Level 3 as defined in the WHO Biosafety Manual (http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/biosafety/en/Biosafety7.pdf)
The number of ventilation systems required in the remaining Project period is estimated at 25.
Evaluation

The purpose of this Call for Expressions of Interest (EOI) is to short-list potential providers of the ventilation systems for an RFP to be conducted by GIZ, based on a general technical assessment of the provider and its specific delivery capacity for these types of systems.

Submissions

All submissions will be assessed for acceptability to the GDF and providers will be notified in advance of the RFP, if relevant, for which product(s) they shall be eligible to offer in the planned RFP.

All providers interested in participating in the planned GIZ RFP are requested to submit the company information along with supporting documentation, as listed in the GDF Expand TB Company Questionnaire, also available in the folder " Expression of Interest - Laboratory Ventilation System" at http://www.stoptb.org/gdf/drugsupply/resource_materials.asp.

Submissions are to be sent to the address listed hereunder no later than Monday, 22 August 2011. Data should be submitted in hard copy (paper) form in four (4) originals by registered courier.

Subject: Expression of Interest for GDF Ventilation System RFP

Attention: Mr. John Loeber

Procurement Coordinator, Global Drug Facility

Stop TB Department

World Health Organization

20Avenue Appia

1211 Geneva 27

Switzerland

Enquiries / correspondence are kindly also directed to the above contact point, by email only:

Mr. John Loeber, Global Drug Facility, email: loeberj@who.int
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c/o World Health Organization, 20 avenue Appia, CH-1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland
Fax: + 41-22-791 4486 or + 41-22-791 4886
Email: gdf@stoptb.org, Website: www.stoptb.org/gdf
The Stop TB Partnership Secretariat is housed by the World Health Organization 

