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TB/HIV will be in the spotlight at the International AIDS Conference 

Stop TB will have a strong presence at the International AIDS Conference, with a display booth in 
the exhibition hall and several key events. On the eve of the conference a satellite symposium on 
TB/HIV co-infection in Eastern Europe and Central Asia will take place at the Reed Messe. On 
Tuesday, 20 June, a human rights march through the streets of Vienna will feature a group seeking 
to raise awareness about the toll of TB on people living with HIV. The group will march again through 
the Conference Center on Thursday 22 July, just before a special lunchtime session, No More 
People Living with HIV Dying from TB. The session will be chaired by Dr Michel Kazatchkine, 
Executive Director, Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. Featured speakers are Dr 
Jorge Sampaio, UN Secretary-General Special Envoy to Stop TB; Mr Michel Sidibé, Executive 
Director, UNAIDS; Dr Marcos Espinal, Executive Secretary, Stop TB Partnership; and Mr Timur 
Abdullaev, LL.M. 

Link to the roadmap 

 

Global Drug Facility reaches 16.5 million mark for tuberculosis treatments 

The Stop TB Partnership's Global Drug Facility (GDF) delivered 16.5 million anti-tuberculosis (TB) 
treatments since its creation, according to GDF's 13th Progress Report, published in May. Some 2.4 
million treatments were delivered in 2009 alone. 

"GDF deserves congratulations for this outstanding achievement from all those committed to 
advancing the cause of global health," said Dr Marcos Espinal, Executive Secretary of the Stop TB 
Partnership. 

GDF provides grants of free high-quality adult and paediatric anti-TB medicines to countries unable, 
through government or alternate funding, to secure the finances needed to purchase them. It also 
provides direct procurement services and in 2009 saw considerable growth in procurement of adult 
anti-TB medicines. GDF also opened its paediatric medicines for direct procurement by interested 
countries in 2009. 

In 2007, GDF began providing diagnostic kits through its direct procurement service. Since the 
initiation of this product line GDF has seen steady growth in this area. In 2009, 38 countries 
purchased anti-TB second line medicines through direct procurement, compared to 33 in 2008. 

"GDF's latest report shows it has matured into an unquestionably crucial player in the fight against 
TB, one which countries around the world are turning to more and more. No agency in the world has 
made a greater contribution to getting TB treatment to people in need. By working with and 
supporting the efforts of GDF, we believe our partners can continue to increase efficiency and 
harmonization," Dr Espinal said. 

http://www.aids2010.org/
http://www.stoptb.org/wg/tb_hiv/assets/documents/Final%20HIVTB%20roadmap%20for%20web%20and%20circulation.pdf
http://www.stoptb.org/gdf/


GDF has also announced its appointment of the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische 
Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) GmbH as Procurement Agent for anti-TB medicines. GTZ currently serves 
as GDF's Procurement Agent for new diagnostic equipment and products. 

Download the report 

NEWS 

18th Stop TB Coordinating Board Meeting held in Hanoi 

The 18th Meeting of the Stop TB Partnership Coordinating Board took place on 4 and 5 May in 
Hanoi, Viet Nam.  At the meeting's opening, Mr Nguyen Thien Nhan, Deputy Prime Minister of Viet 
Nam, called the Partnership unique and praised it for bringing together a wide variety of stakeholders 
in the fight against TB. "This meeting is of significant importance for TB control in Viet Nam, and 
supports our National TB Programme's efforts," he said. 

Dr Rifat Atun, Chair of the Stop TB Coordinating Board, thanked the government of Viet Nam for 
hosting the meeting and praised the organizers. "I congratulate the government of Viet Nam for its 
progress and strong commitment on TB control," he said. 

In a session focusing on the situation in Viet Nam, Dr Nguyen Quoc Trieu, Viet Nam's Minister of 
Health, said the meeting was a timely reminder of the TB control challenges in the region, in a year 
of stock-taking on the Millennium Development Goals. 

Dr Marcos Espinal, Executive Secretary of the Stop TB Partnership, said he believed the meeting 
would help Viet Nam and its neighbours build momentum in their efforts to scale up TB prevention 
and care. "This is a valuable opportunity for dialogue between partners around the table," he said. 

The Board discussed progress and the way forward on TB/HIV and endorsed a compact agreement 
to be signed soon between UNAIDS and the Stop TB Partnership. As part of this discussion, Dr 
Aaron Motsoaledi, Minister of Health of South Africa, announced a new campaign that will seek to 
mobilize 15 million South Africans—one third of the country's total population—to receive HIV testing 
and counselling between now and June 2011. "At the same time, South Africans will be screened for 
TB and chronic ailments including hypertension and diabetes," he said. 

The campaign is expected to reveal a higher prevalence of HIV and TB in his country, the Minister 
said. "Seventy-three percent of TB patients are HIV positive. We cannot treat them separately. We 
will treat them under one roof." Dr Motsoaledi also reiterated his government's commitment to 
include TB in the South African National AIDS Commissions and Councils and to formally establish a 
special Task Team to oversee TB-HIV co-infection. 

Other discussions at the Board meeting focussed on accelerating scale up of MDR-TB control, the 
update on the Global Plan to Stop TB, progress in TB diagnosis, the Global Fund, the TB REACH 
initiative, the strategic evolution of the Global Drug Facility, the upcoming Millennium Development 
Goals Summit, and the private-sector constituency. 

The assembled dignitaries included, additionally, Professor Kyaw Myint, Minister of Health of 
Myanmar; Dr Melitón Arce Rodríguez, Deputy Minister of Health of Peru; Dr Saleh Banoita Tourab, 
Deputy Minister of Health of Djibouti; Dr Nguyen Thi Xuyen, Vice Minister of Health of Viet Nam; Dr 
Jean-Marc Olivé, WHO Representative for Viet Nam; Dr Paul de Lay, Deputy Executive Director of 
UNAIDS; Dr Jeremiah Chakaya, Vice Chair of the Stop TB Coordinating Board; and Dr Mario 
Raviglione, Director of the WHO Stop TB Department. 
 
 
TB REACH announces US$ 18.4 million in grants for innovation in tuberculosis case finding 

On 5 May, the Stop TB Partnership's TB REACH initiative announced the recipients of its first wave 
of grants, approved earlier that day by the Stop TB Partnership Coordinating Board during its 
meeting in Hanoi. 

The 30 recipient organizations, which were selected by a Proposal Review Committee in March, hail 
from 19 countries and will engage in innovative approaches to increasing detection of tuberculosis. 
They will share US$ 18.4 million to engage in activities of one year's duration, with individual grants 
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ranging from US$ 150 000 to US$ 1 000 000. The programme is funded by the Canadian 
International Development Agency. 

TB REACH is aimed at increasing case detection of infectious TB as early as possible and ensuring 
timely treatment, while maintaining high cure rates within DOTS programmes. It seeks to encourage 
development and application of innovative and ground-breaking techniques, interventions, 
approaches and activities that result in detecting the undetected TB cases, leading to a reduced rate 
of transmission and preventing the emergence of drug-resistant forms of TB. The initiative, which 
focuses on reaching people from eligible countries who currently have limited or no access to TB 
services, launched a call for proposals in January that prompted 192 applications. 

The 19 countries with successful applicants have a per capita gross national income of less than 
US$ 1200. Eighteen of the 30 recipients are located in countries of the WHO African Region. 
National tuberculosis programmes account for 7 of the recipients, while 3 are other types of 
government agencies and the remaining 20 are nongovernmental organizations. 
 
 
Boosted EXPAND-TB agreement will broaden access to MDR-TB diagnosis 

An extension of the EXPAND-TB (Expanding Access to New Diagnostics for TB) project was signed 
in May, increasing the project's initial budget of US$ 26.1 million to US$ 87.6 million and increasing 
its duration and geographic coverage. 

EXPAND-TB—whose goal is to accelerate access to diagnosis for patients at risk of multidrug-
resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB)—is a collaboration between the World Health Organization (WHO), 
the  Global Laboratory Initiative (GLI), a Stop TB Partnership Working Group, the Foundation for 
Innovative New Diagnostics (FIND) and the Stop TB Partnership's Global Drug Facility (GDF), and is 
funded by UNITAID.   

Together, the partners aim to make available the new diagnostic technologies and laboratory 
services needed to diagnose MDR-TB, while rapidly transmitting know-how for technology transfer 
and ensuring new tools are properly integrated within TB control programmes. 

"We are happy to be increasing our funding for this important project," said Dr Jorge Bermudez, 
Executive Secretary of UNITAID. "Our aim is to create a market for diagnostic tools in developing 
countries and thus ensure a predictable supply and reduced prices for more countries. Effective 
testing is a vital element in the response to MDR-TB." 

"We are very happy to be a part of this exciting collaboration and to expand our efforts in 
strengthening and scaling up laboratories. This is a crucial step towards improving endemic 
countries’ capacity to diagnose and manage MDR-TB," said Dr Giorgio Roscigno, Chief Executive 
Officer of FIND. 

According to the initial agreement in 2008, the project was slated to run until 2011 and cover 16 
countries. The expanded agreement will continue through 2013 and cover a total of 27 countries.  
Countries covered in the initial project were Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Cote d'Ivoire, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Myanmar, 
Lesotho, the Republic of Moldova, Tajikistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan and Viet Nam; the extended 
agreement will additionally include Cameroon, Djibouti, Kenya, Haiti, India, Peru, Uganda, the United 
Republic of Tanzania, Senegal, Swaziland and Zambia. 

"The signing of this agreement today is of the greatest importance. Laboratory capacity is the 
Achilles heel in our fight against TB and MDR-TB. The ability to diagnose patients in these 27 
recipient countries is a crucial step towards meeting targets for TB treatment," said Dr Mario 
Raviglione, Director of the WHO Stop TB Department. 

EXPAND-TB has full commitment by the ministries of health of the recipient countries and works on 
a model of best-practices, learning-by-doing, and optimizing resources for laboratory strengthening 
at country level. 

 
Novartis donates 250 000 TB treatments to the Stop TB Partnership 

In May, Dr Klaus M. Leisinger, President and Managing Director of the Novartis Foundation for 
Sustainable Development, and Dr Hiro Nakatani, WHO Assistant Director-General, signed a 
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memorandum of understanding for the donation of 250 000 adult short-course TB treatments to the 
United Republic of Tanzania through the Stop TB Partnership's Global Drug Facility (GDF). 

The agreement, which will run through 2012, is the extension of a 2005–2008 memorandum of 
understanding through which the Novartis foundation provided Tanzania and Sri Lanka with a total of 
253 095 TB treatments, also delivered by GDF. 

"Novartis is happy to continue its support to Tanzania's very successful TB programme, with 
confidence that GDF will give the project the appropriate technical framework," Dr Leisinger said. 
The Novartis foundation works closely with the Tanzanian National Tuberculosis Programme of the 
Tanzanian Ministry of Health and Social Welfare. 

"We are grateful to Novartis and the Stop TB Partnership for supporting TB control in my country 
through this project, which will help us sustain the progress we have achieved," said Prof David 
Mwakyusa, Minister of Health and Social Welfare of the United Republic of Tanzania. 

Tanzania ranks 15th on the list of the 22 high-burden TB countries in the world. Because of improved 
quality of services and evaluation, Tanzania has exceeded the Global Plan to Stop TB treatment 
success target of 85% since 2007. 

"This agreement between Novartis, the Global Drug Facility and the government of the United 
Republic of Tanzania is an example of partnership at its best," said Dr Marcos Espinal, Executive 
Secretary of the Stop TB Partnership. "We thank Novartis for this generous contribution and hope 
that others in the private sector will investigate innovative ways they can contribute to the global fight 
against TB." 
 
 
Lancet series on tuberculosis praises achievements and calls for more commitment 

The editors of a new, eight-paper series on tuberculosis published by The Lancet, launched in May, 
call for tuberculosis to be addressed as a development issue, rather than simply a medical or public 
health problem. 

"Efforts to control tuberculosis should therefore include more than just ministries of health. Policy and 
practice must also include ministries responsible for finance, housing social development and 
education", wrote The Lancet editors in the opening comments to the series. "There is an urgent 
need to assess interventions for social and economic determinants such as malnutrition, alcohol use, 
poor housing, indoor air pollution and poverty." They also note that treatment-related actions, while 
saving million of lives, will be insufficient to reach the goal of a world free of tuberculosis. 

Those comments were echoed by Dr Mario Raviglione, Director of WHO Stop TB Department, 
during the launch of the special series at the 63rd World Health Assembly. 

"We are seeing major achievements in tuberculosis control, with up to 6 million lives saved and 
36 million people cured since 1995. But to reach the ultimate goal of elimination, we need to scale up 
early diagnosis and treatment of patients, encourage the development and implementation of bold 
health policies that can have a lasting impact on the pandemic, position TB within a broader 
development agenda, and enable and promote intensified research to bring forward new and better 
TB drugs, vaccine and diagnostics," Dr Raviglione said. 

Each paper focuses on a specific topic. The first seven cover TB control and elimination, drug-
resistant TB, TB/HIV, new diagnostics, drugs, vaccines and health systems; the series concludes 
with a call to action, which includes a brand-new initiative to ensure TB does not remain a "neglected 
sister" compared to other major global diseases.  

The initiative—The Lancet TB Observatory—will be managed by a network of specialists and has 
been developed in collaboration with WHO, the Global Fund, and authors from The Lancet series. 
The Observatory will help augment and validate the latest information on advances and progress in 
tuberculosis control and provide a global platform for expert analysis of this information. The Stop TB 
Partnership will host the Observatory's website. 
 
 
UN Secretary-General highlights TB threat at Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
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In his remarks at the opening of the Ninth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues in April in New York, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon drew special attention to the burden 
of tuberculosis among indigenous peoples. 

"In some countries, an indigenous person is 600 times more likely to contract tuberculosis than the 
general population," he said. 

Citing other findings of the first-ever United Nations report on the State of the World's Indigenous 
Peoples, released in January, he noted that indigenous peoples suffer high levels of poverty, crime 
and human rights abuses all over the world. 

"You make up some five per cent of the world's population—but one third of the world's poorest," he 
told the assembled delegates. 

But he also noted that indigenous issues are more prominent on the international agenda and 
promised the support of the United Nations. "I call on all governments, indigenous peoples, the UN 
system and all other partners to ensure that the vision behind the Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples becomes a reality for all." 
 
   
TB on the agenda at the World Cup 

Tuberculosis was on the agenda at the Football for Hope Festival 2010—an official event of the 2010 
FIFA World Cup South Africa—which opened on 4 July in Johannesburg. The week-long event 
celebrated the power of football for social change, with 32 teams of young people from 
disadvantaged communities around the world gathering for a festival of football, culture, education 
and entertainment. The boys and girls are members of organizations that use football to tackle 
issues ranging from homelessness in the UK and landmines in Cambodia to health education in 
South Africa and the integration of refugees in Australia. 

South African President Jacob Zuma and FIFA President Joseph S. Blatter opened the festival, with 
Zuma's remarks highlighting the social aspects of football and its power to bring communities 
together and Blatter's focussing on the importance of health for youth development. 

The young footballers each received a copy of Luís Figo and the World Tuberculosis Cup, the 
educational comic book featuring Stop TB Ambassador and international football icon Luís Figo. TB 
has been discussed in the context of training workshops on HIV/AIDS, and teens from several 
countries heavily affected by TB participated in an interactive information session on TB prevention 
and treatment, expressing their appreciation of Figo's "cool" messages. Stop TB partners present at 
the event also have been reaching out to participants, encouraging them to include TB in their health 
promotion programmes. 

The festival was organized by FIFA, streetfootballworld, the 2010 FIFA World Cup Organising 
Committee South Africa and the City of Johannesburg. 
 
 
World Bank initiative expected to spur progress on TB diagnosis in East Africa 

In May, the World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors announced that it will provide 
US$ 63.7 million to Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, and Uganda to create a regional network of 25 public 
health laboratories.  All four countries have a high burden of tuberculosis with an increasing threat of 
drug resistance. Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda are among the 22 high-burden countries that 
together account for 80 percent of the world’s TB cases. 

Lack of laboratory capacity to diagnose TB, particularly MDR-TB, is a roadblock to progress against 
TB in most African countries. The new laboratory network will operate across country borders and 
support the roll-out of new technology for drug resistance monitoring and more efficient tuberculosis 
diagnosis, most notably for people living with HIV/AIDS. The project also supports joint training and 
capacity building across countries as well as joint operational research, regional coordination and 
programme management.  It will make optimal use of Internet and mobile communications. 

Several partners contributed actively to the design and development of the project, including the 
United States Centers for Disease Control, the World Health Organization, the United States Agency 
for International Development and the International Union against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease. 
Parallel financing for specialized TB diagnostics will be provided through a UNITAID grant for the 
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EXPAND-TB Project (see "Boosted EXPAND-TB agreement will broaden access to MDR-TB 
diagnosis", above). 

 
 

Ministers and leaders of global health agencies gather to develop unified advocacy strategy 

In May, high-level participants from the health ministries of 37 countries and representatives of 
international health organizations gathered at a meeting in Geneva jointly organized by the GAVI 
Alliance, the Global Fund, the Roll Back Malaria Partnership, the Stop TB Partnership, UNAIDS and 
UNITAID. The goal was to prepare for a number of key events due to take place in 2010—a 
watershed year for the Millennium Development Goals—and ensure that health remains prominent 
among development priorities. 

Representing the Stop TB Partnership, Executive Secretary Dr Marcos Espinal noted the danger of 
the global community becoming complacent at a time when the burden still remains unacceptably 
high. He highlighted the economic benefits of TB control and called for the enhanced implementation 
of the TB control strategy that has been proven to work while noting the need for increased and 
sustainable financing for the deployment of new tools in the coming years. 

The participants agreed to join forces to advocate for increased political and financial support for the 
health-related MDGs by calling on all stakeholders to take an integrated approach when investing in 
health and development, advocating to national and donor governments to deliver on existing 
commitments, calling for increased, predictable and sustainable financial support, maintaining a 
focus on investing in what works, and ensuring that all development assistance is used effectively 
and efficiently and that all country and global partners work together to strengthen the capacity of 
health systems and improve health outcomes. 

NEWS ON AWARDS AND GRANTS 

Reminder: Final days for entries to 2010 Images to Stop Tuberculosis Photo Award and 
Kochon Prize 

Applicants for the 2010 Images to Stop Tuberculosis Photo Award—which promotes the creation of 
outstanding photos depicting prevention and treatment of TB and is sponsored by the Lilly MDR-TB 
Partnership—must submit a portfolio of 10 to 15 photographs depicting health-related issues, to be 
received by the Stop TB Partnership Secretariat by 20 July. 

Applications for this year's Stop TB Partnership–Kochon Prize, which is awarded annually to 
persons, institutions or organizations that have made a highly significant contribution to combating 
tuberculosis, must be submitted by 31 July. Winners will receive the Kochon Medal and will divide 
the US$ 65 000 in prize money.  The award is fully funded by the Kochon Foundation, a non-profit 
organization registered in the Republic of Korea. 
 
 
Stop TB Partnership's Challenge Facility for Civil Society announces third round of grants 

In June, the Challenge Facility for Civil Society announced its third-round grantees: 21 organizations 
across Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe and Latin America will receive grants ranging from US$ 5000 to 
US$ 20 000 for advocacy and social mobilization activities seeking to raise awareness and empower 
communities to become part of the solution in the fight against TB. 

The Challenge Facility targets grass-roots civil society organizations that seek to help shape policy at 
the local level by giving a voice to people living with TB and those involved in its prevention, 
treatment and care. Proposals are selected by an independent committee made up of community 
representatives, NGOs from developing and donor countries, and multilateral or technical agencies. 
 
 
Stop TB Partnership congratulates Lilly on its Global Business Coalition award 
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In June, the Lilly MDR-TB Partnership's training and community outreach project in China won an 
award for excellence in business action from the Global Business Coalition on HIV/AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria.  

 "We are so very pleased that they have received due recognition for their efforts to raise awareness 
about TB in Qinghai province, a poor and remote region where people are at high risk of TB," said Dr 
Marcos Espinal, Executive Secretary of the Stop TB Partnership. 

The Lilly Partnership chose a three-pronged approach for its initiative in Qinghai, targeting 
schoolchildren, healthcare professionals and the community as a whole. To reach primary- and 
middle-school students, Lilly worked with the Qinghai Centre for Disease Control to train 9000 
teachers on TB prevention and treatment. The teachers integrated that training into their lesson 
plans, ultimately reaching more than 100 000 students. The second component provided a similar 
training to 500 health workers, using the proven "training of trainers" model. 

The initiative also trained 60 community leaders from minority groups in the area, helping to address 
a major issue in current public health efforts in the province: the fact that certain minority groups 
prefer to receive health information from their own leaders, as opposed to doctors of another 
background. 
 
 
MTV spot featuring Luís Figo honoured at international media festival 

In April, MTV Latin America won the WorldMediaFestival Silver Globe Award in the category of Best 
Advertising–Public Service Announcement for its 2009 Agents of Change campaign, which included 
a spot focusing on Stop TB Ambassador Luís Figo. "Luís Figo, Agente de Cambio"—directed by 
Ilana Sod and co-produced by Mariano Dabini and Manuel Alvarez—was noted as one of the 
greatest examples of the entire campaign. 

The Agents of Change spots are intended to promote young people's self-empowerment, awareness 
and volunteerism. During 2009, several call-to-action spots were aired to promote sexual health, 
civic participation and freedom of speech, in addition to TB. 

View the video 

TB PEOPLE 

TB community mourns Dr Masazaku Aoki 

Dr. Masakazu Aoki, President of the Japan Anti-Tuberculosis Association, passed away 
unexpectedly due to a subarachnoid haemorrhage on 29 May at the age of 82 years.  

Dr. Aoki was a driving force of the Japan Anti-Tuberculosis Association as well Director Emeritus of 
the Research Institute of Tuberculosis, and made enormous contributions to the advancement of 
tuberculosis control nationally and internationally as a researcher, teacher, textbook author and 
member of various official committees.  
 
 
Special Envoy to Stop TB and Stop TB Ambassador Luís Figo visit Jordan 

Dr Jorge Sampaio, the UN Secretary General's Special Envoy to Stop TB, joined by legendary 
footballer and Stop TB Ambassador Luís Figo, visited Jordan in April to draw attention to TB as a 
serious public health problem in many countries of the region and the Islamic world, while 
highlighting Jordan's role as a leader in the fight against TB. 

Their two-day trip included a visit to the Alnoor Sanatorium, where they spoke with people in TB care 
and encouraged them to continue treatment. Figo also visited the SoS Children's Village, where 
children performed traditional dances and Figo read aloud from the educational comic book, Luís 
Figo and the World Tuberculosis Cup.  

Other highlights of the day included an awards ceremony at a charity Stop Tuberculosis show 
organized by the Amman Riding Club and a visit by Figo to Petra Stadium at Amman's Sports City. 
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There he met with members of the national football team of Jordan and the youth team and watched 
a match between a Stop TB team and a rival team. Figo praised the players for their team spirit.  

At a press conference on the final day of their visit, President Sampaio congratulated Jordan on its 
significant progress on TB and MDR-TB while emphasizing that tuberculosis is a big public health 
and development concern in many Muslim countries. "We have to move progressively on providing 
care for affected people, and this can only be done when everyone is involved, political commitment 
is sustained and partnership strengthened. Only then can we achieve the real Millennium 
Development Goal and save human lives," he said. 

Figo added his own vote of confidence. "I was amazed to see the energy of young boys and girls, 
the spirit of cooperation and commitment of the Government and willingness of society to be part of a 
public health campaign against Tuberculosis" he said. Figo said he hoped his visit would send a 
message to young people in all Muslim countries to come forward and use their immense potential in 
the fight against tuberculosis. 

Dr Hussein A. Gezairy, Regional Director WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean 
commented that TB is now declining in the region, but at too slow a pace. "We have made significant 
progress in the Region, with more than 2.3 million tuberculosis patients cured since 2000 through the 
DOTS strategy, but millions more infections have been stopped. We need to stop tuberculosis not 
only in the countries of this Eastern Mediterranean Region, but also in all Muslim countries in the 
world. We need to secure our children a world free from tuberculosis," he said. 
 
 
Stop TB Ambassador Anna Cataldi visits Pakistan and Iran 

Stop TB Ambassador Anna Cataldi travelled to Pakistan in early April for a five-day visit. Her aim 
was to lend new impetus to public awareness initiatives centred on MDR-TB in Pakistan, which ranks 
8th among the 22 high-burden TB countries and 6th among 27 countries most affected by MDR-TB. 

During an interview on 6 April, which was reported in the online news vehicle, www.thenews.com, 
Cataldi praised efforts in Pakistan while urging greater awareness about TB and prevention of MDR-
TB. 

"Don’t be ashamed if you have been diagnosed with TB. Speak about the disease; be responsible; 
and follow your treatment every single day for eight months to obtain complete cure. If you don’t, you 
will get MDR-TB, which has its own side-effects, is difficult and costly to treat, and may not always be 
curable," she said. 

She then travelled on to Tehran, Iran. On a visit to the Masih Daneshvari Hospital, a TB referral 
centre, she participated in the 31st session of the Iranian Stop TB Committee. She also met with the 
Secretary General of the Iranian Stop TB Committee and Deputy Director of the National Research 
Institute of Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases (NRITLD). 

The mission included another visit to the Shaheed Ahmadi Health centre in the southern portion of 
Tehran. Ms Cataldi was accompanied by Dr Mahshid Nasehi, Iran's National TB manager, Dr. 
Hashemi, TB coordinator-physician in the Health Office of Tehran University; and Shadi Khalilolahi, 
coordinator of the Iranian Stop TB Committee. 

Ms Cataldi participated in core discussions on enhancing TB control in Iran by strengthening public-
private partnership, broadening collaboration with neighboring countries and working closely with UN 
agencies to address issues related to TB in refugee groups. 

At a press conference held at the WHO office Ms Cataldi briefed journalists on her visit and all she 
had experienced in Iran, including visits with MDR-TB patients, discussions with women serving as 
community volunteers on TB and a tour of a lab using cutting edge diagnostic tests for MDR-TB. Ms 
Cataldi's visit was widely covered by local media. 

 
 
Stop TB Partnership launches videos featuring Goodwill Ambassador Craig David 

In June, the Stop TB Partnership launched a series of six fast-paced, informative and entertaining 
video pieces documenting British R&B singer Craig David's voyage of discovery as he travelled to 
Cape Town, South Africa in early March to learn more about TB in preparation for his role as 
Goodwill Ambassador Against Tuberculosis. 

 
Stop TB News July 2010  Page 8 of 15 



Far from his world of packed concert halls and glittering celebrity events, he visited communities hit 
hard by TB, schools and a research centre. There he met people on the front lines—people who 
have beaten the disease, children and teens who face the threat of TB every day and scientists who 
have dedicated their lives to making TB history. 

Three clips were launched in June.  The first, "Craig David: 'It's about giving something back'", 
features Craig explaining his motivations for joining the fight against tuberculosis and talking about 
the moving experiences he had in South Africa, from meeting schoolchildren by day to jamming with 
local musicians by night.  We see Craig interacting with schoolchildren, in particular one brave young 
girl who speaks up about her own struggle with the disease and earns maximum respect from Craig 
for her courage, frankness, and positive attitude. 

In the second clip, "Craig David: 'This is all worthwhile'", Craig shares his hope that the power of 
music—which "has a place in everybody's life"—will help him to reach millions of people and have a 
positive impact.  He is shown talking to children about the effects of tuberculosis on young people, 
particularly the stigma they may face among their peers, and interacting with kids outside the school. 
This clip features a poignant a cappella rendition of his hit "Walking Away", accompanied by the 
delighted children beating out a rhythm on their desktops. 

The third clip, "Tuberculosis affects real people, real families, real communities", documents Craig's 
visit to the South African Tuberculosis Vaccine Initiative, where he meets TB researcher Dr Sizulu 
Moyo. 

Against the backdrop of a busy research laboratory, Craig learns that lots of progress has been 
made and momentum gained in the diagnosis and treatment of tuberculosis thanks to collaboration 
among partners as well as increased awareness and commitment from poor and rich countries alike.  
He is also made aware of two key challenges, namely the need for sufficient funding to develop an 
effective vaccine and the need for patients to complete their course of treatment to keep the 
medicines effective. 

All six videos were produced by Fabrica, Benetton's Research Centre on Communications.  
 
 
Dr William Bishai, Co-Chair of the Stop TB Partnership's working group on New TB Drugs, to 
head new TB-HIV Institute in South Africa 

In May, the University of KwaZulu-Natal and the US-based Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
announced the appointment of William R. Bishai, M.D., Ph.D., as the first permanent director of the 
KwaZulu-Natal Research Institute for Tuberculosis and HIV (K-RITH). The appointment will take 
effect in September 2010. Dr Bishai is currently Co-Director of the Center for Tuberculosis Research 
at Johns Hopkins University and Co-Chair of the Stop TB Partnership‘s working group on New TB 
Drugs. 

K-RITH has been conceived as an international centre of scientific research excellence focusing on 
making major scientific contributions to the worldwide effort to control the devastating co-epidemic of 
tuberculosis and HIV and on training a new generation of scientists in Africa. The Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute, the University of KwaZulu-Natal and LIFElab, a biotechnology centre of the South 
African government, are funding construction of research facilities that are expected to open in 2012 
on the campus of Durban’s Nelson R. Mandela School of Medicine. The Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute has committed US$ 70 million to the project over 10 years. 

At Johns Hopkins, Bishai’s research is focused on understanding how and why the tuberculosis 
bacillus has been so successful at infecting humans. Bishai’s laboratory has been using genetic 
techniques to investigate how M. tuberculosis can slip under the radar of the human immune system. 
Over time, he and his colleagues have learned that the microbe has developed a range of clever 
strategies to foil macrophages—immune system cells that attack and engulf invaders. 

Bishai received both his medical degree and doctorate from Harvard University in 1989. He 
completed his fellowship training in the Division of Infectious Diseases at the Johns Hopkins School 
of Medicine and was a Howard Hughes Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the laboratory of Nobel 
laureate Dr Hamilton Smith. He is the author of more than 150 papers in peer-reviewed journals, and 
receives grant support from the US National Institutes of Health. 
 
 
James E. Connolly appointed President and CEO of the Aeras Global TB Vaccine Foundation 
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The Aeras Global TB Vaccine Foundation announced on 1 July that James E. Connolly has been 
named President and Chief Executive Officer of the foundation. He joins Aeras after more than two 
decades of pharmaceutical industry experience, most recently as Executive Vice President and 
General Manager of Wyeth Vaccines. He will take up his new role on August 9, 2010. 

At Aeras Connolly will lead a team of more than 140 employees working to discover, develop and 
deliver safer, more effective and affordable new vaccines to prevent and ultimately eliminate 
tuberculosis. Four vaccine candidates in Aeras' portfolio are currently in clinical trials in Africa, 
Europe and the United States, including two candidates in Phase IIb trials. Aeras receives funding 
from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the governments of the United Kingdom and the 
Netherlands, the Research Council of Norway, the State of Maryland, and other donors. 

The Aeras Global TB Vaccine Foundation is a non-profit research organization developing new 
tuberculosis vaccines and ensuring that they are distributed to all who need them around the world. 
Aeras is funded primarily by private foundations and government aid agencies and based in 
Rockville, Maryland. 

COUNTRY NEWS 

Stop TB Partnership welcomes launch of parliamentary caucus on TB and HIV in Canada 

In June, the Stop TB Partnership congratulated the Canadian parliamentarians who launched the 
HIV/AIDS and Tuberculosis (HAT) Parliamentary Caucus to raise awareness about HIV/AIDS and 
TB in Canada's parliament and to create a forum within parliament for the exchange of ideas to help 
support and increase access to care and treatment for those living with HIV/AIDS and TB. 

 "We look forward to supporting efforts on raising global awareness about TB by these Canadian 
MPs as well as those in other key donor countries like the United Kingdom, which already has an 
active All-Party Parliamentary Group on Global Tuberculosis," said Dr Marcos Espinal, Executive 
Secretary of the Stop TB Partnership. 

Some 200 advocates, parliamentarians, community leaders and stakeholders came together in on 
Ottawa's Parliament Hill to participate in the inaugural launch of the caucus, whose creation was 
initiated by MP Dr Ruby Dhalla. The caucus is co-chaired by Dhalla and MPs Lois Brown from the 
Conservative Party, Johanne Deschamps from the Bloc Québécois, and Megan Leslie from the New 
Democratic Party.  

"It was refreshing to see so many parliamentarians and senators in attendance last night who put 
partisanship aside and united in their support for fighting these global health challenges of HIV/AIDS 
and TB. The creation of the HAT caucus is a tribute to the survivors, volunteers and advocates who 
have worked tirelessly to develop solutions and raise awareness. Change for the better can be 
achieved through our collective and collaborative efforts," Dhalla said. 

The HAT Caucus was launched with internationally renowned guest speaker Stephen Lewis, former 
UN Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa. "The emergence of the HAT Caucus is a significant 
development on the Canadian political scene," Lewis said. 
 
 
Engaging Civil Society in TB Control in India 

The Brighton-based international NGO Target TB has received its first Civil Society Challenge Fund 
grant from the UK’s Department for International Development to support a four-year project to 
address the incidence of TB in the Jharkhand, Orissa and Tamil Nadu states of India. The project will 
be implemented in partnership with Alternative for India Development (AID) and Development Action 
Consortium Trust. 

The project aims to strengthen the participation of civil society in national, district and local TB 
control programmes in order to improve access to TB health services for poor and marginalized 
groups. It will benefit more than 120 000 people by engaging with 3300 groups representing adivasis 
(also known as "scheduled tribes"), dalits (also known as "scheduled castes"), disabled people, tribal 
groups and people living with HIV/AIDS. The project will also use targeted information campaigns to 
raise public awareness and understanding in the UK of the global TB epidemic. 
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Stop TB Partnership Japan focuses on awareness raising 

In May the Stop TB Partnership Japan, accompanied by a former MDR-TB patient, visited homeless 
shelters and met with NGOs and care providers in the Airin district of Osaka prefecture. The 
prefecture has the highest rate of TB incidence in Japan, and Airin district is the focus of several TB 
control efforts addressing TB among homeless people.   

In June, the Partnership co-operated with the Japan Foundation for AIDS Prevention to raise 
awareness of TB/HIV co-infection at the African Festa 2010 in Yokohama. An estimated 210 000 
people attended the two-day event, organized by Japan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs to introduce 
Africa to Japanese citizens through lectures, music, and cultural events. 

The Stop TB Partnership Japan presented its activities and explained TB/HIV issues at an NGO 
booth, and distributed a TB information leaflet produced with support from its partner BD (Becton, 
Dickinson and Company) Japan.  
 
 
Empowering Sudanese and Iraqi women to act as community leaders against TB in Egypt 

A collaboration between Egypt's National Tuberculosis Control Programme and the International 
Organization for Migration has provided training for volunteer female health workers drawn from the 
communities of Iraqi and Sudanese migrants living as refugees in Egypt. 

Two training workshops, held in April (for 40 Sudanese women) and May (for 35 Iraqi women), 
aimed to provide participants with TB knowledge and health communication skills, empowering them 
to act as community leaders delivering health messages and promoting positive health behaviours.   
 
 
Ethiopian journalists take part in workshop on tuberculosis 

More than 30 Ethiopian print, radio and TV journalists from both government-run and private media 
participated in a day-long TB workshop held on 23 June in Addis Ababa. 

The workshop explored key issues such as TB epidemiology, prevention and control, the Ethiopian 
government's strategy against TB, and the  major steps taken over the past several years to tackle 
TB.  Participants visited St Peter TB Specialized Hospital, meeting with health professionals there, 
and are expected to meet Ethiopia's health minister in July to discuss TB. 

The workshop was organized by the Addis Ababa Health Journalists' Forum and sponsored by 
TBCAP. 
 
 
Update: Stop TB partner activities in Nigeria 

APIN spearheads universal access to HIV counselling and testing for TB patients in Oyo State 

Nigeria-based international NGO AIDS Prevention Initiative in Nigeria is currently implementing a 
project in Oyo State, Nigeria aiming to promote universal access to HIV counselling and testing 
(HCT) for TB patients. APIN is providing support for 43 DOTS centres in the state, and at each of 
these, confirmed or suspected TB patients are counselled and tested for HIV and provided with 
broad HIV/TB services, including referrals to antiretroviral therapy centres for HIV-positive patients. 
Since the inception of the project, there has been a huge increase in the number of TB patients 
screened for HIV, with some clinics reaching a 100% screening rate. 

As part of its effort to develop the capacity of health workers in the facilities, APIN conducted a series 
of trainings in the first quarter of 2010. APIN also provided infrastructure support—such as basic 
renovation of TB clinics and labs as well as space modification to ensure effective infection control— 
and supplied lab equipment and consumables to the facilities.  

Training of facilitators on integrated HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria response in Enugu State 

In June, Action Aid Nigeria held a training course in Enugu, capital of Enugu State, aimed at building 
the capacity of selected community development officers and community health extension workers to 
provide integrated HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria response and mobilize their communities to improve 
uptake of health services at primary health centres. 
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The training took place in the context of a Global Fund (Round 8)-supported health systems 
strengthening project. 

Community focus on TB in Akwa Ibom State 

The Women & Community Livelihood Foundation in Etinan, Akwa Ibom State, had an active quarter, 
leading a TB awareness campaign in two villages and training 10 community focal points in each 
about TB care and DOTS. The Foundation also participated in a TB road rally organized by the 
state's health ministry.  
 
 
Stopping TB in Accra 

The Concern Health Education Project, a Ghanaian NGO, has collaborated with Ghana's National 
TB Control Programme on an information, education and communication campaign targeting 
commercial drivers and their passengers in the Accra metropolitan area. 

The organization has also targeted greater Accra's general public for TB awareness by composing 
and broadcasting a jingle. 

RESEARCH NEWS 

Blog highlights from Working Group on New TB Drugs  

The Stop TB Partnership's working group on New TB Drugs has explored a wide range of topics in 
their "TB R&D Matters" blog over the past three months, with new material being published several 
times a week. Current blog entries include: 

 This Week in TB R&D: a weekly series on current issues in TB research. Recent posts 
explore biomarkers, the state of PDP funding, a New York Academy of Sciences symposium 
on Tuberculosis, the JHU Center for TB Research annual meeting, the surprising use of rats 
to diagnose TB by smell, and more. 

 Voices of TB: meet people from all sides of the Fight to Stop TB. Recent interviews and 
videos feature Dr Martino Laurenzi of the TB Alliance, Dr Michael D. Iseman of the 
University of Colorado, Dr Bill Jacobs of Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Dr Joel 
Freundlich of Texas A&M, the view from the ground with a Newark TB nurse, and a three-
part profile on an expert in TB in animals. 

 Guest commentary from a wide range of contributors representing PDPs and researchers.  

 The Sanatorium Files: a four-part series that looks at the history of TB science, treatment, 
and social context. The first two parts are currently live offering a historical timeline and a 
look at the problem of proper diagnosis. 

 Coverage of breaking news including new development partnerships, the release of new 
reports on funding, TB cases at two Florida High  Schools, the closing of a TB treatment 
facility in Los Angeles and the shut down of North America’s sole manufacturer of MDR-TB 
drugs.  

Read and comment on the latest articles or sign up for e-mail updates from the Feedburner feed 
 
 

TBVI receives grant from Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation  
In June, the TuBerculosis Vaccine Initiative (TBVI) received a €100 000 grant from the Calouste 
Gulbenkian Foundation. The grant will be mainly used for a project to investigate the potential of new 
types of live vaccines against TB. 

The project is a collaboration between the Institute for Molecular and Cell Biology at the University of 
Porto (Portugal), the Department of Medical Microbiology and Infection Control at the Vrije 
Universiteit Medical Centre (the Netherlands) and the Netherlands Vaccine Institute. 
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“We are grateful for the support of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation in our search for new 
vaccines against tuberculosis,” says TBVI director Jelle Thole. “TBVI promotes collaboration in 
research and development of these urgently needed new vaccines. We are glad that with this new 
grant, institutions from Portugal and the Netherlands can continue their research into the potential of 
live vaccines with an altered cell wall composition.” 

The Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation is one of Europe's largest charitable foundations. “The way 
TBVI connects renowned universities and research centres is unique,” says Isabel Mota, a member 
of the foundation's Board of Trustees. “Bringing knowledge together like this guarantees the best 
possible solutions in vaccine development.” 

RECENT EVENTS 

Cross-border barriers to TB treatment should be addressed urgently in Europe, experts say 

European countries need to take steps to ensure continuity of care for people with TB if they move 
between countries as migrants or travellers, according to TB experts gathered for the 20-year jubilee 
edition of the Wolfheze Workshops in The Hague from 31 May to 3 June. They called for a more 
concerted effort across borders to provide quality TB diagnosis, care and treatment follow-up to 
those infected and affected. 

European countries face an array of challenges in cross-border TB control, they stressed. In addition 
to lack of continuity of care for TB patients when they transfer to another country, these include 
insufficient clarity in coverage of treatment costs and lack of data on health providers in the country 
of destination. 

Wolfheze Workshops, a think-tank movement of European TB experts, was initiated by the KNCV 
Tuberculosis Foundation and its partners in 1990 as a forum to discuss the latest developments and 
scientific insights in the field of TB control and to reach consensus on modern TB control policies, 
guidelines and standards in the WHO European region. A growing number of clinicians, researchers 
and TB programme managers convene every one to two years for the workshops. 

This year, on the initiative of the KNCV Tuberculosis Foundation, a working group including the 
foundation as well as the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, the World Health 
Organization and country representatives was established to define the minimum standards of TB 
care across the borders to ensure patients’ rights and public health interests.   

RECENT PUBLICATIONS/MULTIMEDIA/WEB  

A Call for Action on the Tuberculosis Elimination Plan 

A Call for Action on the Tuberculosis Elimination Plan, now available on the Stop TB USA website, 
assesses how and why the TB elimination plan recommended by the Institute of Medicine in 2000 
has not been fully implemented, and provides updated action plans for moving forward on its 
recommendations to accelerate progress toward tuberculosis elimination in the United States. 

In 2000, the Institute of Medicine published its report, Ending Neglect: The Elimination of 
Tuberculosis in the United States, detailing the history of efforts to control and eliminate tuberculosis 
in the US and recommending a plan to eliminate tuberculosis in the US by 2035.  In late 2007, Stop 
TB USA assembled a Tuberculosis Elimination Plan Committee to assess the progress since the 
release of the IOM report and to formulate recommendations to update the IOM plan, resulting in this 
latest report. 

UPCOMING COURSES/WORKSHOPS 

Journalist-to-journalist programme on lung health issues offered at Union World Conference  
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Applications for expense-paid fellowships due by Monday, 16 August 

The Journalist to Journalist Project of the National Press Foundation and the International Union 
Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease (The Union) will offer a Journalist-to-Journalist (J2J) training 
programme at the 41st Union World Conference on Lung Health in Berlin, Germany (see article in 
"Upcoming Events", below). The training will be held on 10–12 November, with journalists then 
participating in the conference through 15 November. 

The three-day J2J programme is designed for working journalists who want to increase their 
knowledge and skill at developing stories on lung health issues—from the extent of the problem to 
the new research and innovations that are in the pipeline. The sessions will feature presentations 
and discussions with experts, as well as practical training in turning scientific information into 
effective print and broadcast stories.  

Applications are sought from journalists working in any medium. Special attention will be given to 
applications from journalists in India, Russia, Egypt, China, Peru and Africa. Up to 15 fellowships will 
be awarded, which will include conference registration, roundtrip airfare to Berlin, hotel 
accommodation and per diem.  

All applicants must have been working as a journalist covering lung health or general health for at 
least three years. All J2J sessions will be in English, so proficient spoken and written English is 
essential. 

The deadline for applications is 17:00 EST on 16 August. Only online applications will be accepted.  

For more information, contact Ms. Maha Masud. 
 
 
Upcoming Courses from the Union 

Strategic Planning and Innovation: 16–21 August 2010, Singapore 

Participants in this course will become facilitators able carry out transformational change within their 
TB programmes after having learned to react and develop contingency plans when strategies fail or 
do not progress, lead a strategic planning activity, establish inventive and forward-thinking strategies, 
and use adaptive leadership to improve TB programmes. 
 
Budget Planning and Project Management: 11–23 October 2010, Bangkok 

Participants in this two-week course will be able to manage budgets for health programmes with 
increased ease and confidence by receiving advanced training in the creation and management of 
budgets for national health programmes. Topics include budget creation for international donor 
applications, implementation of monitoring and evaluation plans for health projects, design of 
financial reports, and budget monitoring throughout a project cycle. 
 
Human Resources Development and Management:  6–18 December 2010, Bangkok 

Participants in this two-week course will strengthen their organizations' output by learning the most 
effective ways to recruit, train, motivate and retain qualified health professionals.  Topics covered 
include determining an organization’s human resources needs, aligning management of human 
resources with organizational strategy, human resources performance management tools and 
techniques, and comprehensive organizational human resources audits. 

For more information or to register for any of the above courses, visit www.union-imdp.org or e-mail 
imdp@theunion.org. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Registration open for 41st Union World Conference on Lung Health 
Early-bird registration ends 30 July 

The 41st Union World Conference on Lung Health, to be held in Berlin, Germany on 11–15 
November 2010, will focus on the theme “TB, HIV and Lung Health: From research and innovation to 
solutions”. More than 2500 delegates from 100 countries are expected to attend the conference, 
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which has become the largest annual event focusing on lung health issues as they affect low- and 
middle-income countries. 

The Stop TB Partnership will host a daylong symposium on 11 November, then on 12 November 
delegates will be able to choose among 29 postgraduate courses and workshops. Postgraduate 
course topics include quality improvement tools for TB/HIV collaborations, update on MDR- and 
XDR-TB, TB infection control and using operational research to increase case detection. Half-day 
and full-day workshops will be offered on topics such as financing health systems, partnering with 
civil society, ethical issues in service delivery and media communications.  The opening ceremony 
with a special guest speaker and awards presentation will be on the evening of 12 November. 

Over the following three days, the conference will offer a packed schedule of plenary sessions, 
symposia, poster presentations and displays, meet-the-expert sessions and other events. Topics 
include the latest research on MDR-TB, innovation in the use of fixed-dose combinations, findings on 
the optimal time of antiretroviral initiation for TB patients, challenges in reducing case fatalities from 
child pneumonia, and the differing impact of second-hand smoke on men and women. 

On 15 November, The Union and the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention will co-
sponsorship a late-breaker session related to tuberculosis. All aspects of TB control, elimination and 
research are welcomed for presentation during the session. In keeping with the spirit of a late-
breaker session, only new, innovative and significant findings that have occurred as of 1 April 2010 
or for which information has just become available will be covered. The presentations will be 
selected from abstracts submitted to the late-breaker co-chairs by 30 July. 

An early-bird discount on conference registration is available until 30 July; Union members will 
receive an additional €100 discount.  

EVENTS CALENDAR 

July 2010 

18–23 July  XVIII International AIDS Conference  Vienna,   Info 
         Austria 
 
 
September 2010 

2–4 September  South African National Tuberculosis Assoc. Witbank,  Info 
National Annual Conference Mpumalanga Province 

 
21–24 September Second Global Forum on TB Vaccines  Tallinn,   Info 

     Estonia 
 
 
November 2010 

11–15 Nov.  41st Union World Conference on Lung Health Berlin,   Info 
         Germany 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.aids2010.org/
http://www.santa.org.za
http://www.tbvaccine2010.org/
http://www.worldlunghealth.org

