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The contribution of research - Overview

1. Improved understanding of the concept of poverty

2. Improved understanding of the relationship between poverty 
and TB

3. Documenting the barriers (hurdles) faced by poor patients 
accessing TB Services

4. Identifying, piloting, and assessing the impact of ways of 
overcoming access hurdles

5. Ensuring that the poor are not forgotten in New Tools 
Research
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The concepts of poverty and vulnerability

Poverty

Åis more than economic 
poverty (living on ÒUS$ 
1 per day)

Åencompasses lack of 
opportunities, voice and 
representation, and 
vulnerability to shocks

Åis a major determinant 
of vulnerability to 
disease ïespecially TB
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The relationship between poverty and TB

The poor have

Åhigher risk of infection

Åhigher prevalence of 
disease

Åworse outcome of 
disease
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Economic Hurdles faced by an average rural 

resident accessing TB treatment in Malawi: 2004-5
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Potential effect of adding user-fees in public 

health system
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