Report on the childhood TB subgroup meeting, 9 November 2007, Cape Town.
This report outlines the main issues discussed at the childhood TB subgroup meeting. The agenda appears in Annex 1 and the list of participants in Annex 2.
Background

Urgent and effective action is necessary to decrease the burden of childhood TB. However, many National Tuberculosis Programmes (NTPs) do not systematically include the management of children with TB as part of their routine operations. The subgroup has developed international policy guidelines for case finding and treatment of children with TB, contact tracing of children at high risk of TB for preventive TB treatment, and including all childhood TB cases in routine NTP recording and reporting activities. In addition to ongoing policy work, the main focus of activity of the childhood TB subgroup is now to promote implementation of these policies in countries badly affected by TB, working in close collaboration with other relevant groups of the Stop TB Partnership, including the DOTS Expansion Working Group and the TB/HIV Working Group. The childhood TB subgroup held its fourth meeting on 9 November 2007 in Cape Town, South Africa. The main theme of the meeting was country-level experience in policy implementation.
Progress report by Robert Gie, chairperson of the childhood TB subgroup. 

In the past year WHO has published and distributed the subgroup's document "A research agenda for childhood TB" (WHO/HTM/TB/2007.381). On behalf of the subgroup, WHO has commissioned a review of the literature on the efficacy and side-effects of isoniazid, rifampicin and pyrazinamide, to inform the submission of an application for child-friendly formulations of anti-TB drugs to join the Essential Drugs List (EDL) for Children. Representation of the childhood TB subgroup in discussions with the Global Drug Facility and UNITAID (the international health funding mechanism) has resulted in UNITAID's financial support for the provision of child-friendly formulations of anti-TB drugs. Robert Gie and Hastings Banda have represented the subgroup as members of the Global Drug Facility Technical Review Committee (TRC). The WHO Global TB Monitoring and Evaluation Project has sent out questionnaires to all countries asking them to report their TB cases in children in the two age categories 0-4 and 5-14 years.
Topics discussed 

1. Organization of technical cooperation to support implementation of childhood TB prevention and management policies.
Léopold Blanc (Secretary of the DOTS Expansion Working Group and responsible for coordinating technical cooperation for TB control) outlined the purpose and function of TBTEAM (TB Technical Assistance  Mechanism) which aims to facilitate planning of technical assistance to countries. TBTEAM tools are provided on the internet (http://extranet.who.int/tbteam) with the login information (user name: tbteam; password: 2007; domain: DataCol). 

Action point:
TBTEAM to ensure that technical assistance needs regarding childhood TB are covered.
2. Field experiences in implementation of childhood TB prevention and management policies.

There were presentations of country experiences in implementing policies for childhood TB prevention and management from Mexico, Philippines, Indonesia, and Myanmar. Key themes included the following: the importance of developing national guidelines through stakeholder consultation; the need to engage all care providers, including private practitioners, and ensure training in implementing policies; the role of timely financial and technical support in expanding coverage.
Action point:

a) The childhood TB subgroup to continue to document country experiences of implementation of policies.

b) Steve Graham to propose a symposium at the 2008 Union World Lung Health Conference on country experiences of implementation of policies for childhood TB prevention and management.

3. Supplying child-friendly formulations of anti-TB drugs - GDF and UNITAID update
Robert Matiru (Manager of the Global Drug Facility) provided an update on progress in supplying anti-TB drugs for children to countries. Deliveries began in September 2007 and orders have been placed for drugs for 29 countries up to now.
Action point:

The childhood TB subgroup and the GDF to continued collaboration, since the formulations provided should be in line with those approved by the EDL for Children.
4. Promoting child-friendly formulations of anti-TB drugs 

- inclusion of anti-TB drugs on the WHO Essential Medicines List for children

 - review of isoniazid, rifampicin and pyrazinamide
Anti-TB drugs have rarely been evaluated specifically to establish recommended doses in children. The literature is sparse on pharmacokinetic and pharmacodynamic studies on anti-TB drugs in children, including in those with HIV infection. The results of some pharmacokinetic studies are awaiting publication and several pharmacokinetic studies on isoniazid and rifampicin in children with and without HIV infection are under way. The childhood TB subgroup is playing a role in promoting the development of improved recommendations based on review of the existing evidence and better pharmacokinetic and efficacy studies. On behalf of the subgroup, WHO has commissioned a review of the literature on the efficacy and side-effects of isoniazid, rifampicin and pyrazinamide, to inform the submission of an application for child-friendly formulations of anti-TB drugs to join the Essential Drugs List (EDL) for Children. Professor Peter Donald presented the interim results of his reviews, with a focus on answering two key questions, "What is the optimum use of drugs?" and "What is the acceptable use of drugs?", in relation to the balance between wanted and unwanted drug effects.

Action point:
On completion of the first drafts of the reviews of isoniazid, rifampicin and pyrazinamide, Peter Donald to circulate  them to all members of the subgroup and other interested parties for comment.
6. TB/HIV collaboration

Haileyesus Getahun (Secretary of the Stop TB Partnership's TB/HIV Working Group) indicated the interest of the TB/HIV Working Group in collaborating with the childhood TB subgroup on TB/HIV activities, and welcomed childhood TB subgroup members to join the TB/HIV Working Group
Action point:

a) Colleen Daniels to send application form for membership of the TB/HIV Working Group to the members of the childhood TB subgroup.

b) The TB/HIV Working Group to consider having a representative of the childhood TB subgroup on its core group (just as Robert Gie represents the childhood TB subgroup on the core group of the DOTS Expansion Working Group).
7. Secretary of childhood TB subgroup

As chairperson, Robert Gie thanked the outgoing secretary, Dermot Maher.

Action point:

Léopold Blanc (WHO) to let the subgroup know as soon as possible who will be the WHO staff member taking over the secretariat function.
Next year's meeting
The next subgroup meeting will as usual be held just before the annual IUATLD World Conference on Lung Health in 2008 (date and venue to be announced).
Annex 1: Agenda

Meeting of the childhood TB subgroup
Date: Friday 9 November 2007, 14.00 - 17.00.

Venue: Room 1.64, Convention Centre, Cape Town, South Africa

Agenda 
	
	Topic
	Presenter

	
	
	

	14.00 - 14.10
	Welcome, introduction and report on progress over past year


	Rob Gie (Chairperson)

	14.10 - 14.40
	Topic 1.

Organization of technical cooperation to support implementation of childhood TB prevention and management policies
	Léopold Blanc (DOTS Expansion Working Group Secretary)

	14.40 - 15.30
	Topic 2. 
Field experiences in implementation of childhood TB prevention and management policies 


	NTP representatives from Myanmar, Philippines, Indonesia, South Africa, Mexico

	15.30 - 15.45
	Coffee break

	

	15.45 - 16.15
	Topic 3. Supplying child-friendly formulations of anti-TB drugs - GDF and UNITAID update
	Robert Matiru 

	16.15- 16.45
	Topic 4. Promoting child-friendly formulations of anti-TB drugs 

- inclusion of anti-TB drugs on the WHO Essential Medicines List for children

 - review of isoniazid, rifampicin and pyrazinamide

	Shamim Qazi,

Peter Donald

	16.45 - 17.00
	Topic 5. TB/HIV collaboration 

	Haileyesus Getahun (Secretary, TB/HIV Working Group)

	17.00
	Close


	Rob Gie
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