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TEMPLATE LETTER

[INSERT ADDRESS OF YOUR MAYOR, LOCAL AUTHORITY]

[INSERT DATE]
RE: Light up [Landmark/Building/Clock] for World TB Day, 24 March 2022. 
Dear ________, 
The global fight against Tuberculosis (TB) faces a critical year ahead. That is why I am pleased to invite you on behalf of the Stop TB Partnership, a United Nations-hosted entity based in Geneva, Switzerland, to mark World Tuberculosis (TB) Day on 24 March 2022.
This year, the Stop TB Partnership raises awareness of the critical funding gap of USD9 billion still needed to combat TB. The global COVID-19 pandemic has put extraordinary pressure on resources fighting TB, which remains the world’s second-largest infectious disease.  TB kills more than4,100 people every day, among them 650 children. That means that every minute, three people lose their lives from TB. 

Each year, on 24 March, we commemorate the day in 1882 when Dr. Robert Koch announced the discovery of the TB bacteria. World TB Day is an occasion to re-energize our battle and mobilize political and social commitment to further progress towards eliminating TB as a public health burden. 
This year is especially important as there are only a few short months left for world leaders to fulfill the United Nations Political Declaration on Tuberculosis by the agreed December 2022 deadline. Time is passing quickly, and world leaders are at risk of missing this key deadline. COVID-19 has reversed our gains and slowed down our progress. That is why the theme for World TB Day 2022 is “ Invest to End TB. Save lives,” highlighting the urgency with which the international community must step up and redouble its efforts to fulfill their commitments. 
It is an honor to invite the city of ________ to join the global movement and light up a city landmark, building, or clock in RED on 24 March 2022, to bring attention to the devastating impact of TB.
The Stop TB Partnership launched the “Light Up for TB” campaign for the first time in 2017, and we have attracted broad participation of over 60 cities in previous campaigns. Find here an example, a recap of our successful 2021 campaign. 
Now more than ever, the world community must come together to end this terrible disease.
We hope that _________ will show your support by joining the initiative for World TB Day 2022 and Light Up for TB. Time is running out – we must invest in ending TB and saving lives.
Yours sincerely,
[YOUR NAME]
[YOUR CONTACT DETAILS]
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