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Abbreviations
TB…………………………………………………………………..Tuberculosis
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1.0. Purpose 
This document is aimed at providing the basic precautions when transporting laboratory blood and sputum samples.

2.0. Responsible Personnel
1. Sample transportation officers
2. Laboratory Staff
3. Nurses/ Nurse Assistants
4. Individuals that transport laboratory samples/specimen

3.0. Safety
Standard precautions for handling infectious specimen should be observed and all specimens should be treated as infectious. Wear a lab coat and disposable gloves when handling any laboratory specimen; and wash hands thoroughly after use. 


4.0. Transport of Biological Samples to Laboratory in triple packaging system Procedure

4.1. Principle:
Packing samples using the triple packaging system is aimed at ensuring that the public and the workers in the transportation chain are protected from exposure to any agent that might be in the package that could cause harm. The triple packaging system also plays a very important role in keeping the integrity of the specimen during transportation.

· All blood and other samples should be considered highly infectious and should be triple packed with decontamination at each step.
· Triple package consists of an inner watertight container containing the sample, a second watertight box containing enough absorptive material surrounding the first box in order to absorb all the fluids of the sample in case of linkages of first box and finally an outer package that protects the first and second box from physical damage and water.
· Specimen data forms and other specimen information should be attached to the outside of the second box. b. This applies for transport of all samples collected.

4.2. Procedure for triple packaging for blood samples

1. After specimens have been collected from patients, they have to be packaged and transported to the laboratory as soon as possible or within the same day.
2. The phlebotomist should be wearing a lab coat and gloves when packing specimen
3. The phlebotomist and facility representative are to complete the Delivery Checklist together and both sign for acknowledgement of the number of samples transported.
4. Each Blood Transport Canister contains an absorbent foam rack that is used to hold each of the specimens within the canister as seen in Annex 1.
5. The primary receptacle (first layer) is used for storing the actual patient sample (Blood tube). The primary receptacle has to be watertight and leak-proof.
6. The primary receptacle is then placed into the secondary receptacle. The secondary receptacle should be watertight and leak-proof; the secondary receptacle should also have enough absorbent material to absorb all fluid in case the primary receptacles, breaks or leaks.
7. The Secondary layer that is holding the primary layer is then placed into the outer packaging/third layer. The outer packaging protects the contents of the secondary receptacle and primary receptacle from outside influences, such as physical damage, while in transit. 
8. The third layer should contain Ice Packs to sustain the relevant temperatures recommended and no Ice Packs for samples to be stored in room temperature therefore necessary to pack samples according to ICE and NONE ICE specimen.

4.3. Procedure for TB Specimen Packaging

1. After specimens have been collected from the patience and appropriately labelled, they have to be packaged and transported to the laboratory as soon as possible or within the same day.
2. The phlebotomist should be wearing a lab coat and gloves when packing specimen
3. The phlebotomists and facility representative are to complete the Delivery Checklist together and both sign for acknowledgement of the number of specimen transported.
4. The primary receptacle (first layer) is used for storing the actual patient sample (Sputum jar/container). Make sure the primary layer is labelled accordingly and tightly sealed. 
5. The primary receptacle is then placed into the secondary receptacle. The secondary receptacle should be watertight and leak-proof; the secondary receptacle should also have enough absorbent material to absorb all fluid in case the primary receptacles, breaks or leaks. Each secondary receptacle holds 2 primary receptacles. In the absence of an absorbent material, the primary receptacle can be placed into a disposable zip lock bag/plastic before being placed into the secondary receptacle.
6. The Secondary layer that is holding the primary layer is then placed into the outer packaging/third layer. The outer packaging protects the contents of the secondary receptacle and primary receptacle from outside influences, such as physical damage, while in transit.
7. The third Layer should contain Ice Packs and sustaining temperatures between 2 – 8 degrees Celsius. 



5.0. References

1. Guidance on Regulations for the Transportation of Infectious Substances 2011 – 2012, World Health Organization (WHO)













































Annexes
Bulleted List
· Annex 1. 
[image: ]








 
Annex 2: SOP ATTESTATION FORM

National Clinical Laboratory Services

	Attestation Record (general staff SOP Review-At least annually)
{Please ensure that you have read and understood before signing}

	Names
	Signature
	Date
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