


Guidance for Certifying TB Patients as Non-Invective 

 

1. Drug-Sensitive (DS) TB & INH mono/poly resistance (H mono/poly) TB 

a) Non-extensive, non-cavitary pulmonary TB may be declared as non-infective under opinion 

of treating physician with following conditions- 

• After 02-03 weeks of regular treatment as per standard care of the regimen under NTEP 

guidelines & 

• With compliance/adherence to daily drug consumption &   

• Two consecutive AFB smear-negative results in sputum samples collected 07 days 

apart (In case any of the sample is positive, then before declaring a PwTB as non-

infectious, again two consecutive samples collected at least 7 days apart has to be 

negative for AFB) & 

• With evidence of clinical improvement & no radiological deterioration 

b)  Bilateral, extensive, cavitary pulmonary TB may be declared as non-infective under 

opinion of treating physician with following conditions- 

• After 04-05 weeks of regular treatment as per standard care of the regimen under NTEP 

guidelines & 

• With compliance/adherence to daily drug consumption &   

• Two consecutive AFB smear-negative results in sputum samples collected 07 days 

apart (In case any of the sample is positive then before declaring a PwTB as non-

infectious, again two consecutive samples collected at least 7 days apart has to be 

negative for AFB) & 

• With evidence of clinical improvement & no radiological deterioration 

 

2. Drug-Resistant TB (DR-TB): 

a) With BPaLM / Shorter Oral Regimen: may be declared as non-infective under opinion of 

treating physician with following conditions- 

• After 09 weeks of regular treatment as per standard care of the regimen under NTEP 

guidelines & 

• With compliance/adherence to daily drug consumption &   

• Three consecutive AFB smear-negative results in sputum samples collected 07 days 

apart (In case any of the sample is positive then before declaring a PwTB as non-

infectious, again three consecutive samples collected at least 7 days apart has to be 

negative for AFB) & 

• With evidence of clinical improvement & no radiological deterioration 



b) With All Oral Longer Regimen: may be declared as non-infective under opinion of treating 

physician with following conditions- 

• After 03 months of regular treatment as per standard care of the regimen under NTEP 

guidelines & 

• With compliance/adherence to daily drug consumption & 

• Three consecutive AFB smear-negative results  in sputum samples collected 07 days 

apart (In case any of the sample is positive then before declaring a PwTB as non-

infectious, again three consecutive samples collected atleast 7 days apart has to be 

negative for AFB) & 

• With evidence of clinical improvement & no radiological deterioration 

3. For Extra-pulmonary TB cases (DS or DR TB)  

• If it is Extra Pulmonary TB with Pulmonary TB, then criteria may be followed as per 

type of Pulmonary TB mentioned in Point 1 & 2 

• EPTB without Pulmonary TB may be declared as non-infective as per decision of 

respective treating specialist. 

The patient should be counselled properly to follow appropriate cough etiquette and consume 

nutritious food in addition to medicines as prescribed, and for timely follow-up as guided by 

the treating physician throughout the treatment duration and for 06 monthly follow-ups for 2 

years after completion of the treatment.  

 


